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Course Description

This course introduces students to the origins, issues and processes of sustainable development (SD). It examines the current global and national issues and debates surrounding SD. It involves the students in the analysis of the problems including anthropogenic climate change in the current context. This course also critically addresses other relevant SD issues including scarcity of resources, natural disaster, food insecurity, and energy crisis. After these, the course will discuss some alternative ways (those are possibly, more sustainable) to introduce the basis of the different perceptions of sustainable development.           

Course Objectives

- At the end of this course, students should

·  Have an understanding about the origins of sustainable development

·  Understand the different arguments around the topic of sustainable development

·  What kinds of sustainable development strategies are being implemented around the world, and understand that development can take many different forms (based on history, culture, human needs, donor agendas etc.) 

·  Be able to analyze specific global issues, social protests and "sustainable development" projects 
· Come to your own conclusions about what “sustainable development” might be and how it should be practiced.
Classes 
 

Theme 1: Introduction and fundamental ideas

Week 1: The Introduction

-Introduction of the course

-Presentation of the objectives

-Presentation of the syllabus 

-Components of Development (Health, Climate Change, Education, Economic and etc.) 
-Introduction to the Millennium Development Goals 

Week 2 What is Development? 
-History, origins, motivations for development
-The emergence of development theory
-The rise and fall of development theory
-Explanations for underdevelopment 

-Grassroots versus top-down approaches.

Week 3 Sustainable Development 

-Scopes and definitions 
-The legal progress of the SD- history of the treatises that are shaping debates (Kyoto Protocol, UN Climate Summit 2009, etc.)
-Economic Sustainability, Environmental Sustainability, and social Justice 
-Models of sustainable development 
-Critique of the Concept ‘Sustainable Development’
-Towards global sustainability: Issues of sustainability in the twenty first century. 

Week 4 Methodology and assignments
-Introduction to research methods and ethics
-Introduction to group and individual assignments 

Week 5 vulnerable groups and marginalized populations
-Concepts of vulnerability, marginalization, inclusiveness and social integration
-Exploration of case studies of different groups considered vulnerable or marginalized

Theme 2: Critical issues

Week 6 Food insecurity and Diseases 

-The concepts of food security, famine and food crisis

-Where does Bangladesh stand in terms of food security considering its lack of land and its population density?
-Brief analysis: HIV and other diseases
Week 7 Towards a sustainable economy

-The notion of development in an economic perspective

-How is sustainability compatible with economic development?

-Exploration of the notions of Social business, Fair trade, Corporate social responsibility
-Compliance to social and environmental norms, challenges and opportunities

-Ethics in a business context
Mid-term exam

Week 8 Natural resource management and biodiversity

-Humans and nature and their interrelationship in the past

-Changes in the biological and physical environment 

-Political Environmental History: govt regulations and laws

Week 9 Small Group presentations 

In small groups (of 3 to 5) students will research, plan and implement a participatory workshop to teach their fellow students about their group research. The topic will be chosen by the group and negotiated with the course coordinator. The audience will ask questions. Additionally, each group will face a short interview with their course coordinator. 

Theme 3: Creating a liveable future

Week 10 Life in a changing environment: climate change and natural disasters
-Types of natural disasters (flood, cyclone, earthquake and bushfires)
-Critical analysis: ‘Act of God’ or ‘anthropogenic climate change’? 

-The effects of natural hazards on development

-How to think about development in a context of natural vulnerabilities

-How to rethink sustainable development in a climate change context

Week 11 Renewable resource development
-Renewable energy: Solar energy (strength, weakness and applications of solar power energy), wind, hydropower and other innovative resources.

-Field visit

Week 12 Sustainable planning and design 

-Problems related to urbanization and how bad planning can compromise the future (slums, traffic jam, air contamination) 
-Example of good urban planning: sustainable cities around the world
Week 13 Review of the different concepts and preparation for the final exam
Assessment: 
	Class attendance + Active participation  
	15%

	Group work/Group project (research)
	20%

	Midterm exam 
	25%

	Final Exam
	40%

	Total
	100


Proposed assignment
Group project:

To be discussed with the course coordinator. 

Teaching approach:

Formal and informal presentations will be complemented by group discussions, class and out of class exercises to enable students to gain familiarity with the literature, key concepts, theories and approaches, practices related to the sustainable development. Students will be encouraged to participate in class discussions and active participation is required.. With the aim of improving and tailoring this course to the needs of students, your feedback will be appreciated. Exams will contain only 60% of total marks throughout the course. 
� Take note that the order and the content of the classes might vary 
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